May 10, 2007

I would just like to commend all the
good people at the Bach choir and con-
gratulate them on this 100th anniver-
sary of the Bach Festival.

——
IRAQI HYDROCARBON LAW

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. The administration
sets several benchmarks for the Iraqi
Government, including the passage of
the hydrocarbon law by the par-
liament. The administration misled
this Congress by emphasizing only a
small part of this law, the so-called
“fair’’ distribution of oil revenues.

Consider the fact that the Iraqi hy-
drocarbon law contains a mere three
sentences that generally discuss the
“fair’’ distribution of oil. Except for
these three scant lines, the entire 33-
page hydrocarbon bill is about creating
a complex legal structure to facilitate
the privatization of Iraqi oil. As a mat-
ter of fact, yesterday, Vice President
CHENEY was in Baghdad specifically to
tell the Iraqi legislature they must
stay in session to pass this hydro-
carbon bill which hands Iraqi oil over
to foreign oil companies.

It is imperative that all of us look at
this carefully before we cast our vote
today.

Mr. Speaker, this war will never end
if the Iraqi people believe the U.S. gov-
ernment is trying to deliver its oil over
to U.S. oil companies.

————

HONORING ASTRONAUT WALTER
“WALLY” SCHIRRA

(Mr. BILBRAY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of a life of accomplish-
ment of astronaut Walter ‘Wally”
Schirra and express the condolences of
a grateful Nation to his entire family.

Wally passed away last Thursday at
the age of 84, leaving behind a wife, Jo-
sephine, and daughter, Suzanne, and
Walter Schirra III.

In a world where we place a premium
on innovation and discovery, Wally was
a pioneer in both.

Mr. Speaker, the history of man is
measured on a timeline of exploration,
and for Walter Schirra, it was his life.
Pushing the limits of discovery, deter-
mined to work harder and go farther
than anyone before him, Wally had the
distinction of being the fifth American
in space and the third American in
orbit on an adventure that includes six
circlings of the globe that lasted more
than 9 hours.

He led a lifetime built on breaking
barriers, laying the groundwork for fu-
ture lunar landings. On December 15,
1965, he piloted the Gemini 6 in what
was to be the first attempted ren-
dezvous by two-manned spacecraft in
space. Three years later, in October of
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1968, he concluded his third and final
mission when he was launched as com-
mander of Apollo 7, the first manned
Apollo mission. This flight made Com-
mander Schirra the only Mercury as-
tronaut to fly aboard Mercury, Gemini
and Apollo spacecrafts.

His lifetime of achievement also in-
cluded a decorated record of service in
the United States military. In Korea,
he flew 90 combat missions and was
credited with downing at least one MIG
fighter. His courage and valor was
eventually recognized with three dis-
tinguished flying crosses, two air med-
als and two NASA Distinguished Serv-
ice Medals and induction into the Na-
tional Aviation Hall of Fame.

While he was remembered most for
his contributions in the United States
space program, Wally also made tre-
mendous strides in advancing the ef-
forts of the Reuben H. Fleet Aerospace
Museum in San Diego.

While he was no longer to venture
out into outer space, Wally took off on
his 35-foot sailboat. I guess he figured
if the skies were no longer available to
him, he would instead canvass the
oceans.

Astronaut ‘““Wally’’ Schirra will al-
ways have a place in our Nation’s his-
tory, an inspiring figure of humble be-
ginnings with daring dreams, a pioneer
of our space program who helped the
United States win the race against the
Soviet Union in the space race.

While we mourn the loss of this re-
markable man, we should celebrate his
great life of achievements. We can rest
assured that his legacy will be long felt
by many generations yet to come.

———

DEMOCRATS ARE WILLING TO
WORK WITH THE PRESIDENT
BUT WE ARE NOT GOING TO
RUBBER-STAMP HIS WAR

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, Iraq
must be held responsible. No one can be
forced to have a democracy; they must
want to themselves.

The Iraqi government must meet the
security, political and economic bench-
marks that they have set for them-
selves. I would think that every Mem-
ber of this Congress would want to hold
the Iraqi Government accountable for
the promises it has made earlier this
year.

On our supplemental, the bill fully
funds the troops for the next 2 to 3
months, ensuring that they have every-
thing they need to conduct their mis-
sion. The bill includes additional fund-
ing to include improve military readi-
ness above the President’s request. The
bill includes additional $1.8 billion for
veterans’ health care above the Presi-
dent’s request. The bill also includes
additional funding for the troops above
what the President has requested. It is
time for us to hold the Iraqi govern-
ment responsible and ask them to come
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up to the plate as we have done our-
selves.

———

ALLOW AMERICANS TO KEEP
THEIR MONEY

(Mr. CAMPBELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, we learned this week that in
April of this year, the Federal Govern-
ment received more tax revenue in that
month than in any month ever in the
history of the Republic. It results in an
over 11 percent increase in revenue to
the government this year, on top of
over an 11 percent increase last year
and an almost 15 percent increase the
year before that. But, yet, the budget
that the Democrats propose includes
the largest tax increase in American
history as they continue to impose tax
increase after tax increase after tax in-
crease. The question is, why? When
Federal Government revenues have in-
creased over 37 percent in the last 3
years, why do we want to increase
spending by 40 percent in 3 years, 50
percent, 60 percent? Why? We should
not be confiscating more money from
the people in order to increase govern-
ment. We should be allowing the people
to keep more of their own money so
that the economy can continue to
grow.

————

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS AND BRING
THEM HOME

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, more than 4
years ago the House of Representatives
authorized a war in Iraq based on mis-
representations that were false, $2 bil-
lion a week and climbing. Today, we
have an opportunity to support our
troops and bring them home when the
House will vote to fully fund the safe
and timely withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Iraq. Last November, the Amer-
ican people gave Congress an over-
whelming mandate to end the occupa-
tion of Iraq.

On this day, Mr. Speaker, we can de-
cide whether we stand with the Presi-
dent to continue to support a failed
policy with no end, or stand with the
American people and our generals, who
understand there is no military solu-
tion to this civil war and occupation in
Iraq.

H.R. 2237 reflects the goal of the Lee
amendment to fully fund the safe and
timely withdrawal of our troops from
Iraq. It is responsible, it is practical, it
does not cut the funding. But it des-
ignates what the supplemental can be
used for, and that is to fully fund a safe
withdrawal and redeployment and help
the Iraqis stabilize their country with
a diplomatic, social, and reconstruc-
tion effort.

This occupation cannot be won mili-
tarily. I urge my colleagues to support
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